The intrauterine contraceptive device.
The intrinsic appeal of the convenience and effectiveness of the IUD has increased interest in these devices in the United States in recent years. Understanding the uniqueness of the Dalkon Shield experience and applying the lessons learned about appropriate candidate selection should continue to reduce any lingering liability concerns. One lawsuit has been filed against the copper IUD in the 12 years that it has been available in the United States. If legislation requiring insurance coverage for IUDs and other prescription contraceptive agents continues to be passed by more states, the use of IUDs will continue to grow. The introduction of new IUDs with different side-effect profiles will expand the number of US women who can and will be interested in using this method of birth control.